
Explain that Heart Mountain was one of ten War Relocation Centers.  Each of 
the relocation centers had unique qualities, but they had more similarities than 
differences.  Heart Mountain was located in Wyoming.

Students are divided into three groups (A, B, and C) to read and discuss their 
respective materials (located in the Lesson 4 Activity 4 Resources.)

 Group A – editorial and newspaper article regarding the publication  
                    of the first issue of the Heart Mountain Sentinel.
 Group B – article about the three stores at Heart Mountain and 
       the sale price list.
 Group C – Heart Mountain activities and schedule.

Each group summarizes the material and presents the summary orally to the 
other two groups.

Students take notes and summarize the main points of each report.  A question 
and answer session is held at the end of each presentation.
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Procedure:

www.nps.gov/manz

Grade Level:  4thTime:  4 hours
Materials:  3 Heart Mountain Sentinel  reprints 

Presenting a Summary sheetWriting Topics handout.
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How Does My Identity Shape My Experience in America?

CDE Standards:
4th Grade 
English/Language Arts: 
Reading
2.0 2.2
Writing
1.0 1.1 1.2 1.3 
1.4 1.6 1.10 2.0
2.2 2.3.a 2.3.b 2.3.c
Listening and Speaking
1.0 1.2
History/Social Science
4.4.5

Concepts Covered:
Read for detail.
Summarize information  
presented in oral discussion.
Use research material to 
develop a multiple 
paragraph essay.
Compose a topic sentence.
Choose specific details 
from research material to 
support topic sentence.
Develop a concluding 
sentence.
Use transition words 
effectively.
Edit and revise a multiple 
paragraph essay.
Work cooperatively in a 
group. 

Objective:
Students learn about daily lives in internment camps.
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Procedure (continued):
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Manzanar Free Press office, Ansel Adams 1943

Each student is then given the Writing Topics handout 
(located in the Lesson 4 Activity 4 Resources) and chooses a 
topic to write on.  Once topics are chosen, students may 
exchange research articles from the Heart Mountain Sentinel 
with each other.

Students write a rough draft using notes taken from the oral 
presentations and their own reading of the articles.

Optional:  Students may work with a peer to evaluate their 
rough drafts.

Students revise and edit rough draft and rewrite the 
assignment for homework.

Assessment:

1.  Informal evaluation of group 

discussions and oral presentations of 

assigned material.

2.  If peer group evaluation process is used, 

teacher may use this as an informal 

evaluation.

3.  Evaluation of rough draft and final 

essay.  

Extension:

1.  Explore the War Relocation Center 

newspapers which are available on 

www.densho.org.
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Presenting a Summary

The class will be divided into three groups.  Each group will choose:
 
 1.  Chairperson:  The chairperson will be in charge of the group.  He/she will begin to read the articles 
      and/or schedules.  Be sure each student has a chance to read aloud.  The chairperson will also call
      on individuals to help create the summary of the article and be sure each person participates.

 2.  Recorder:  The recorder will write down the group’s responses to each article and/or schedule.

 3.  Reporter:  This person will present the summary to the class.

Assignment:

1.   Students in the group take turns reading parts of the newspaper articles and/or schedules aloud.

2.   Discuss the main points of the articles and/or schedules.  If anyone in the group has questions, group 
members should help.  If nobody understands the article, the chairperson should raise his/her hand and ask 
the teacher for help.  Your group members should help and support each other.

3.   Prepare your summary.  A summary should include the most important points of each article read.  Your 
summary may be a list of important facts.  It does not have to be in paragraph form.  Your oral report should 
also include your group members’ reactions to the material read.  Were the members of the group surprised by 
anything they read?  What facts in the articles made the greatest impression on your group members?  What 
opinions or perspectives will help create an atmosphere of tolerance?

4.   The recorder will present the summary to the class.  

5.   Class members will take notes on each presentation.



Manzanar National Historic Site

Activity 4:  Extra, Extra! Read All About It!

Writing Topics
Topic 1

Writing Situation:
Imagine you are a fourth grader living at Heart Mountain in 1942.  You are bored and want something to do.

Directions for Writing:
Think about the types of things you like to do in your free time.  Now look at the activities offered at Heart Moun-
tain.  In a two to three paragraph essay, explain the various types of activities offered at Heart Mountain. Which 
activities would you choose to participate in if you were forced to live there?  What activities might you create?  
Why would you make these choices?

Topic 2

Writing Situation:
You and your family have been forced to relocate to the camp at Heart Mountain, Wyoming.  Bill Hosokawa, another 
internee, has started a newspaper.  You and your parents have just received the first edition. 

Directions for Writing:
Read Bill Hosokawa’s editorial on page 1 and the article about the naming of the new newspaper.  In a two to 
three paragraph essay, explain the reasons why it is important to have a camp newspaper and why the staff chose 
the name Heart Mountain Sentinel.  

Topic 3

Writing Situation:
Imagine you are a fourth grader living at Heart Mountain in 1942.  Even though you don’t have to do all the chores 
you normally did in your own home, your parents have given you an allowance each week for the new chores they 
have asked you to do.  You have saved $3.85.

Directions for Writing:
Read the article about the three types of stores that have opened at Heart Mountain.  Now look at the sale prices 
for October 26-28.  In a two to three paragraph essay, discuss how you would spend your money.  What would you 
buy?  Why would these things be important to you if you were living at Heart Mountain?
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